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Dear Families, 

This week our Year 3,5,7 and 9 students are sitting NAPLAN 

tests. The NAPLAN tests are a national test, every school in the 

country administers the test. The test is intended to provide 

school and parents with a snapshot of each child's learning 

progress.  The test does not replace ongoing assessments made 

by teachers about student performance, but it can provide 

teachers with additional information about students’ 

educational progress. NAPLAN assesses literacy and numeracy 

skills that students are learning through our regular school 

curriculum. There is no need for children to do additional 

preparation for tests outside school. This year students are 

being tested earlier than usual and all schools now undertake 

the tests online. This means the tests are more tailored to each 

child as the test presents questions which may be more, or less 

difficult depending on a student’s responses. Tailored testing 

allows a wider range of student abilities to be assessed and 

measures student achievement more precisely. Another change 

this year will be in how the results are presented for parents 

with results presented in a simpler format. 

 This week we have celebrated Harmony Day. Harmony Day is 

a day of cultural respect for everyone who calls Australia home 

– from the traditional owners of this land to those who have 

come from many countries around the world. By participating 

in Harmony Day activities, we can learn and understand how  

 

all Australians from diverse backgrounds equally belong to this 

nation and enrich it. Toodyay DHS celebrated Harmony Day 

this year on Tuesday 21st March. On this day our students 

celebrated Harmony Day by being involved in a shared lunch 

on the central grassed area. I would like to give a big shout out 

to our year ten student leaders who organised and cooked the 

mammoth sausage sizzle for the entire school!  Thank you to 

all of the students and staff who wore orange on this day to 

acknowledge the celebration of Harmony Day. 

I would like to formally wish Ms Kate Child our HaSS teacher 

the best of luck with her future as she moves to retirement. Ms 

Child has worked at our school for 18 months and supported 

the school with her immense knowledge and skill in her 

learning area. Ms Child’s last day will be Friday 24th March 

2023. The school is working hard to back fill Ms Child from the 

beginning of term 2.  

Thursday 6th April is the last day of Term 1 and students will be 

finishing at 2.30pm.  School will resume after the school 

holidays on Wednesday 26th of April.    

I wish everyone a safe and enjoyable holiday and look forward 

to next term. 

David Ball 

Photo captured by Clive Millet, Year 10. 



 Term Dates for 2023 

 

Semester 1 2023 

Term 1 Wednesday 1st February - Thursday 6th April   

Term 2 
Wednesday 26th April - Friday 30th June 

             (Friday June 2nd will be a pupil free day making it a long June weekend) 

 

Semester 2 

Term 3 Tuesday 25th July - Friday 22nd September   

Term 4 Tuesday 10th October - Thursday 14th December   

  

Day 

  
Good 
Friday 

  
Easter 

Monday 

ANZAC 
Day Public 

 

Western 
Australia 

Day 

  
Pupil Free 

Day 

 
Kings Birthday 

6th March   7
5th

 April 10th April 25th April 5
th
 June 30th Jan 

31st Jan 

24th Apr 

2nd June 

9th Oct 

15th Dec 

25th September 

 



TOODYAY STAFF PROFILES 

Each Newsletter we will feature the profile of one of 

our lovely staff Members. Please meet Julie Harvey. 

What is your Job Title? 

I am a special Needs Education Assistance I work in 

the high school setting and I present some of the 

Asdan Lessons  

 

What do you like about working at Toodyay 

District High School?  

I like that I see growth in students within the  

alternative learning programs we offer at our school. 

The staff are all very supportive to each other. 

 

How long have you worked at our school for?  

9 years  

 

What are you interests and passions? 

 My interests out of school are working with horses 

and dogs.  I have a big passion for learning about how 

humans and horses connect understand the human 

brain and horse brain  

 

What is your Favourite Animal?  

I have two favourite animals Horses and Dogs  

 

Who Inspires you?  

The  Students inspire me to be better at my job and 

the people I work with out  of  school  to make me a 

better person   

 

 

 

 

 
 

School Dental Van 

Our school dental van will be arriving 

at school on Thursday the 2nd of 

March. Please keep a look out for any 

appointment letters that may be sent 

directly to parents. 

 

Carpark  

Could we all please be 

mindful to drive the correct 

way out of the carpark near 

the early childhood area to 

prevent any accidents. 

Year 7 & 10 Immunisations 

Please see below link to the year 7 

and 10 Immunisation consents. 

School-based immunisation program – promo-
tional text (health.wa.gov.au) 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.health.wa.gov.au%2F~%2Fmedia%2FCorp%2FDocuments%2FHealth-for%2FImmunisation%2FSchool-based-immunisation-program%2FSchool-based-immunisation-program--promotional-text.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Caman
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.health.wa.gov.au%2F~%2Fmedia%2FCorp%2FDocuments%2FHealth-for%2FImmunisation%2FSchool-based-immunisation-program%2FSchool-based-immunisation-program--promotional-text.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Caman


Secondary News 
We have had an amazingly busy time in the High School 
recently and I extend my sincere thanks to our teaching 
team who have really stepped up and over and above!  

 

The Year 10s had their long awaited ‘Retreat’ at Woodman 
Point, exploring their strengths and capacities and building 
on their already strong connections with each other. 
Abseiling, mask-making and many other activities were used 
as launch pads for self discovery and recognition of what 
each student brings to the group. I make special mention of 
Mr Bryce Raymond and Mr Vaughn Lipman who started 
planning this event last year. Together with Mrs Martina 
Bretschneider, they ensured the students’ experience was 
both successful and enjoyable.    

 

Ms Kate Child, our HASS teacher organised an excursion to 
the Perth Museum for all of our Year 9 and 10 students 
recently. This proved to be enlightening as students have 
been studying the World Wars in HASS. Workshops and 
viewing the displays meant the students were able to 
connect their theory learning with something tangible.    

 

And not to be outdone, our School captains, Michael 
Woodford and Skye Tucker, and Vice-Captain, Jayden 
Hansord organised a whole school shared lunch – free to all 
participant-  to celebrate Harmony Day. It was a wonderful 
way to bring the whole school community together.    

Career Conversations   

Statistics indicate that young people will change careers on 
average 10-15 times during their lifetime. Choosing their 
first one is important though! Attached to this newsletter is 
a flyer aimed at supporting people who are the greatest 
influencers of young people’s career decision-making.   

 

NAPLAN    

A huge shout out to Kira McConnell who has been a 
‘Godsend’ during the past two and half weeks. Completely 
unasked, Kira arrived early at school very day to set up the 
laptops ready for a prompt start to each day’s NPLAN 
schedule. Thank you, Kira! NAPLAN finishes on Monday 27 
March. Parents will be notified as soon as results become 
available.   

ANZAC Ceremony   

We will be hosting our ANZAC ceremony on Monday 3 April. 
Everyone is welcome to attend.   



The graduating Year 10 class of 2023 had the opportunity to attend a two-night retreat at Woodman 
Point. The Retreat provided an environment that promotes team building, trust, leadership and the 
development of positive relationships and social skills. The Parents and Friends committee and Op-
Shop donated towards the costs of the camp and bus rides. 
  
Year 10 Retreat student feedback: 
 
"I felt relationships between staff and peers changed for the better. I feel this way because I saw a 
side of the teachers that I haven't seen before. And it's just great to spend time with your mates." - 
Jayden Hansord, Year 10 
 
"As soon as I saw my mum, she asked if I enjoyed my letter and gave me a big hug. I feel like I made 
some friends that I normally wouldn't talk to." - Jordan Wacura, Year 10 
 
"My favourite moment was the karaoke and listening to everyone's high pitch voices" - Year 10 Stu-
dent 
 
"Cooking in groups was fun! It showed who can cook or not." - Ariki Southorn, Year 10  
 
"After the camp I felt more connected to the other students. Knowing what they're like out of 
school, in a  more casual environment. Same goes for the staff, it felt like they weren't just Teach-
ers, But they have a life away from school and they can be a lot like us sometimes." - Tane White, 
Year 10 
 
Drone piloted, and photos captured by Clive Millet, Year 10. 
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Year 10 Retreat 

Drone piloted, and photos captured by Clive Millet, Year 10. 



Our Annual Swimming Carnival took place last Friday and what a magnificent day it was! The 
radiating heat saw a great turn out of students eager to make a splash. Wearing their passion on their sleeve they 
were able to show their swimming prowess in the individual, relay and novelty events. Team spirit was high with 
each faction cheering and encouraging their entrants from the bays. Maximum effort and sportsmanship was on 
display all day.  
 

The P&C provided a delicious selection of tasty treats in their cake stall and delivered a fantastic lunch for the 
students. The Pool staff were extremely supportive throughout the lead up to our event and during the day. Our 
parents & volunteers helped to adjudicate each race and our school staff were all hands-on deck making sure the 
carnival ran smoothly.  
 

Thank you to all involved! The day culminated in an epic Parent, Teacher, Student relay that was won by the 
Parents - closely followed by the teachers! … There’s always next year! The overall winner of the Swimming 
Carnival was Drummond. A big congratulations to all involved!  

Mr James Holmes  

SWIMMING CARNIVAL 2023 

Photo’s captured by Clive Millet and Matilda Stone 



SWIMMING CARNIVAL 2023 
                               Champion Swimmers    

 

Year  Boy  Girl  
3  James Cameron   Mary-Kay Morey & Lola Brockliss  

4  Lucas O'Doherty  Torah Pearce  

5  Lincoln Miles  Kirra Cottam  

6  Cohen Pearce  Emiliana Davey  

7  Tyson Corbert  Latisha Ahearn  

8  Seth Bolger  Ryleigh Munday  

9  Samuel Johnson  Lulu Baker  

10  Ariki Southorn  Jordan Wacura  

                                Runner Up Swimmers  

 

Year  Boy  Girl  
3  Charlie Mountford  Meredith Harling  

4  Austin Xuereb  Zoe Thewlis  

5  Corbin Hansord  Mya Westberg  

6  Nathan McGuire  Abigail Harling  

7  Noah Street  Jasmine Munday  

8  Jackson Haigh  Kira McConnell  

9  Jayden Junemann  Taimana Southorn  

10  Clive Millett  Skye Tucker  

Photo’s captured by Clive Millet and Matilda Stone 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.sportstrackerapp.com%2Forganization%2F2258%2Fstudent-profile%2F1485586&data=05%7C01%7Camanda.martin2%40education.wa.edu.au%7Cd38791c50d0041ee73a108db2c1d3899%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.sportstrackerapp.com%2Forganization%2F2258%2Fstudent-profile%2F1485375&data=05%7C01%7Camanda.martin2%40education.wa.edu.au%7Cd38791c50d0041ee73a108db2c1d3899%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.sportstrackerapp.com%2Forganization%2F2258%2Fstudent-profile%2F1485381&data=05%7C01%7Camanda.martin2%40education.wa.edu.au%7Cd38791c50d0041ee73a108db2c1d3899%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.sportstrackerapp.com%2Forganization%2F2258%2Fstudent-profile%2F1485360&data=05%7C01%7Camanda.martin2%40education.wa.edu.au%7Cd38791c50d0041ee73a108db2c1d3899%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.sportstrackerapp.com%2Forganization%2F2258%2Fstudent-profile%2F1485604&data=05%7C01%7Camanda.martin2%40education.wa.edu.au%7Cd38791c50d0041ee73a108db2c1d3899%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.sportstrackerapp.com%2Forganization%2F2258%2Fstudent-profile%2F1485380&data=05%7C01%7Camanda.martin2%40education.wa.edu.au%7Cd38791c50d0041ee73a108db2c1d3899%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.sportstrackerapp.com%2Forganization%2F2258%2Fstudent-profile%2F1485608&data=05%7C01%7Camanda.martin2%40education.wa.edu.au%7Cd38791c50d0041ee73a108db2c1d3899%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.sportstrackerapp.com%2Forganization%2F2258%2Fstudent-profile%2F1485603&data=05%7C01%7Camanda.martin2%40education.wa.edu.au%7Cd38791c50d0041ee73a108db2c1d3899%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.sportstrackerapp.com%2Forganization%2F2258%2Fstudent-profile%2F1485570&data=05%7C01%7Camanda.martin2%40education.wa.edu.au%7Cd38791c50d0041ee73a108db2c1d3899%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.sportstrackerapp.com%2Forganization%2F2258%2Fstudent-profile%2F1485579&data=05%7C01%7Camanda.martin2%40education.wa.edu.au%7Cd38791c50d0041ee73a108db2c1d3899%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.sportstrackerapp.com%2Forganization%2F2258%2Fstudent-profile%2F1485368&data=05%7C01%7Camanda.martin2%40education.wa.edu.au%7Cd38791c50d0041ee73a108db2c1d3899%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.sportstrackerapp.com%2Forganization%2F2258%2Fstudent-profile%2F1485830&data=05%7C01%7Camanda.martin2%40education.wa.edu.au%7Cd38791c50d0041ee73a108db2c1d3899%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.sportstrackerapp.com%2Forganization%2F2258%2Fstudent-profile%2F1485576&data=05%7C01%7Camanda.martin2%40education.wa.edu.au%7Cd38791c50d0041ee73a108db2c1d3899%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.sportstrackerapp.com%2Forganization%2F2258%2Fstudent-profile%2F1485401&data=05%7C01%7Camanda.martin2%40education.wa.edu.au%7Cd38791c50d0041ee73a108db2c1d3899%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.sportstrackerapp.com%2Forganization%2F2258%2Fstudent-profile%2F1491637&data=05%7C01%7Camanda.martin2%40education.wa.edu.au%7Cd38791c50d0041ee73a108db2c1d3899%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.sportstrackerapp.com%2Forganization%2F2258%2Fstudent-profile%2F1485367&data=05%7C01%7Camanda.martin2%40education.wa.edu.au%7Cd38791c50d0041ee73a108db2c1d3899%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.sportstrackerapp.com%2Forganization%2F2258%2Fstudent-profile%2F1485629&data=05%7C01%7Camanda.martin2%40education.wa.edu.au%7Cd38791c50d0041ee73a108db2c1d3899%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.sportstrackerapp.com%2Forganization%2F2258%2Fstudent-profile%2F1485341&data=05%7C01%7Camanda.martin2%40education.wa.edu.au%7Cd38791c50d0041ee73a108db2c1d3899%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.sportstrackerapp.com%2Forganization%2F2258%2Fstudent-profile%2F1485414&data=05%7C01%7Camanda.martin2%40education.wa.edu.au%7Cd38791c50d0041ee73a108db2c1d3899%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.sportstrackerapp.com%2Forganization%2F2258%2Fstudent-profile%2F1485627&data=05%7C01%7Camanda.martin2%40education.wa.edu.au%7Cd38791c50d0041ee73a108db2c1d3899%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.sportstrackerapp.com%2Forganization%2F2258%2Fstudent-profile%2F1485329&data=05%7C01%7Camanda.martin2%40education.wa.edu.au%7Cd38791c50d0041ee73a108db2c1d3899%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.sportstrackerapp.com%2Forganization%2F2258%2Fstudent-profile%2F1485354&data=05%7C01%7Camanda.martin2%40education.wa.edu.au%7Cd38791c50d0041ee73a108db2c1d3899%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.sportstrackerapp.com%2Forganization%2F2258%2Fstudent-profile%2F1485808&data=05%7C01%7Camanda.martin2%40education.wa.edu.au%7Cd38791c50d0041ee73a108db2c1d3899%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.sportstrackerapp.com%2Forganization%2F2258%2Fstudent-profile%2F1485410&data=05%7C01%7Camanda.martin2%40education.wa.edu.au%7Cd38791c50d0041ee73a108db2c1d3899%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.sportstrackerapp.com%2Forganization%2F2258%2Fstudent-profile%2F1485369&data=05%7C01%7Camanda.martin2%40education.wa.edu.au%7Cd38791c50d0041ee73a108db2c1d3899%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.sportstrackerapp.com%2Forganization%2F2258%2Fstudent-profile%2F1485625&data=05%7C01%7Camanda.martin2%40education.wa.edu.au%7Cd38791c50d0041ee73a108db2c1d3899%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.sportstrackerapp.com%2Forganization%2F2258%2Fstudent-profile%2F1485349&data=05%7C01%7Camanda.martin2%40education.wa.edu.au%7Cd38791c50d0041ee73a108db2c1d3899%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.sportstrackerapp.com%2Forganization%2F2258%2Fstudent-profile%2F1485656&data=05%7C01%7Camanda.martin2%40education.wa.edu.au%7Cd38791c50d0041ee73a108db2c1d3899%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.sportstrackerapp.com%2Forganization%2F2258%2Fstudent-profile%2F1485402&data=05%7C01%7Camanda.martin2%40education.wa.edu.au%7Cd38791c50d0041ee73a108db2c1d3899%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.sportstrackerapp.com%2Forganization%2F2258%2Fstudent-profile%2F1485362&data=05%7C01%7Camanda.martin2%40education.wa.edu.au%7Cd38791c50d0041ee73a108db2c1d3899%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.sportstrackerapp.com%2Forganization%2F2258%2Fstudent-profile%2F1485420&data=05%7C01%7Camanda.martin2%40education.wa.edu.au%7Cd38791c50d0041ee73a108db2c1d3899%7Ce08016f9d1fd4cbb83b0b76eb4361


During Harmony week, the Pre-Primary children enjoyed some culturally diverse and exciting activities. They listened to the 

stories ‘Whoever you are’ and ‘I’m Australian too’ by Mem Fox. The children discussed similarities and differences between 

themselves and others.  

 They completed a ‘cut up photo’ activity whereby they had to choose their own eyes, but another child’s mouth, nose and 

forehead to each complete a face photo. They found it very easy to identify their own eyes but noticed that it’s more difficult 

identifying each other’s facial features. Some of the created photos were very funny to look at! The children also had the 

opportunity to dress up in traditional costumes from around the world. 

The children enjoyed eating a shared lunch sausage sizzle with the rest of the school under the shade of some shelters in the 

middle-grassed area. 

On Tuesday afternoon Gustavo’s Mum, Celia Murray and his Abuela came into our classroom to immerse the children in some 

Spanish culture. Celia came dressed in traditional Spanish clothing and a fan in hand. She danced with vast enthusiasm that she 

managed to break the heel of her shoe!! Elanor and Madison had the opportunity to also dress in traditional clothing and most of 

the class chose to join in and dance their little hearts out. The class also had the opportunity to listen to Celia and Abuela 

speaking in Spanish. We learnt how to say Buenos Dias (good morning), Hola (hello), Buenas Tardes (good morning) and Gracias 

(thank you). Gracias Celia and Abuela! 

Throughout the week, the children also learnt about the cultural significance of the Lei in the Polynesia Islands and Hawaii. The 

Lei symbolises friendship and love and is often used in celebrations and greetings. Thank you to Mrs Cottam for providing our 

class with beautiful bougainvillea flowers for us to thread to make our own leis.  

Miss Lynda de Ruiter, Mrs Clare Withers, Mrs Vicki Blankendaal and Mrs Tanya Outen 

Harmony Day in Pre Primary  



In Design and Technology, Year 6 students have been exploring types of energy transfers, culminating in an 
investigation into, and designing a Goldberg Machine to see simple energy transfers in action. Students’ 
machines incorporated kinetic, gravitational potential, and sound energy. 
 

Students were required to use everyday items from the classroom or home to design, then build a ‘machine’ 
that moved something through a series of energy transfers. The project incorporated drawing a design mod-
el that included descriptive but succinct annotations, and identified the different energy transfers along the 
circuit.  Students then built their machine, conducted trials, made appropriate changes to improve the ma-
chine, then described and justified the changes. 
 

Students were creative, organised and reflective. Watching the facial expressions as models didn’t quite 
work as planned, or elation as the marble successfully knocked down the dominoes was delightful! All stu-
dents’ participation, enthusiasm and conduct is a credit to the group.  I can’t wait to facilitate the next in-
vestigation!  

 

 
“Outcome – The outcome was that the tennis 

ball was too big for the PVC and for that reason 

we changed it to a large marble. Someone for-

got the cardboard so instead of the cardboard 

we put footy card binders in its place.” Cohen. 

“I changed it [a table 

to a chair] because 

the table was too big 

so the marble went 

over the MAB block 

[instead of hitting into 

it].” Ryan. 

“I thought it was not going to 

work because it kept failing. But 

then it worked really well. The 

change that we went with was, 

instead of one idea [individual 

machines] we changed into 

combining all our ideas [to 

make one machine.]” Mikayla. 



Year 6 Camp Reviews 
Ashleigh 

Camp is one of the biggest events for a student.  That’s why we are 
recounting about it and saving memories. 

It all started on Monday, 9am.  We had just gotten on the bus. At about 
10:15am or so we arrived.  We were introduced to the camp and settled 
into dorms.  The first activities we had was Crate Climb Raft Building.  

Skip to the second day.  We woke up and ate breakfast which we would 
definitely need considering this day would be very eventful. We did a 
vertical challenge which was rope climbing and then ate morning tea.  For 
our other activities we did Flying Fox and Canoeing. Once it got dark, we 
had a night walk with Doug. When we got back we watched a movie called 
‘Luck’, and went to bed. 

For the last day we did team building and catapulting. At about 1pm we 
departed.  We listened to music on the trip back and overall it was 
amazing!  It definitely helped me out with my fears.  It was amazing!! 

Oscar 

The Year Sixes went on their annual Bickley Outdoor Recreation Camp, 
from 13th to 15th March, 2023.  Activities we did were Raft Building, Crate 
Climb, Search and Rescue, Vertical Challenges (rope climbing), Flying Fox, 
Canoeing, Catapults and Team Building.  One activity I enjoyed was Search 
and Rescue because we got to use two-way radios. The camp experience 
allowed us to learn more about our peers. 

Tylah 

All the year sixes took Simon’s bus to Bickley camp on the 13th to 15th 
March 2023. …The highlight for me was the Search and Rescue. I really 
enjoyed spending time with my friends outside of school. 

Holly 

The Year 6s went on their annual Bickley Outdoor Recreation Camp from 
13th to 15th March, 2023...  One challenge I enjoyed was canoeing because 
I’ve wanted to do it my whole entire life and I did it! … 

The camp experience allowed us to learn new skills and find new 
friends. 

Caillou 

On the first day of camp, we got on the bus with Mr Pearce, Mrs Duck-
worth, Doug and Mrs Fletcher… 

Milly 

…The first two activities were Crate Climb and Raft Building, which was fun, 
scary and a little bit painful because the crates kept falling on me!  …We 
had lasagne for (dinner) which was delicious, but not as good as my moth-
er’s. Then we did “Minute To Win It”, it’s basically where you have funny 
team names and play funny games in a funny way. 

Max 

After all our activities on Monday we had dinner and went to the Hall to do 
“Minute To Win It”.  Our team was called The Monkeys.  We lost, and 98 
Pineapples won.  

…Tuesday 

…the vertical challenge, where we were instructed by Ben. I did pretty well 
with all the ropes because I have been to Latitude which has all these 
climbing challenges.    

Elix 

We drove to Bickley Outdoor Recreation Camp, got off, grabbed our stuff 
and went to a seating area and talked to David (Camp Coordinator) …At 
raft building we learnt how to tie a spider knot, and then our team won a 
race on our raft.  

Harper 

On the first day we got on the bus and had a wonderful choir (classmates). 
When we got there we were shown our dorms. I thought they were pretty 
cool. …The raft building was fun because we got to use them in the water. 
…We had a great time on Bickley camp and on the way back on the bus, 
you guessed it, another choir! 

Mikayla 

…As Simon was driving the bus, we were singing.  We finally got there, had 
morning tea and then settled into the rooms.  ...At 5:45pm Doug told us a 
story called “Warm Fuzzies”.  

Squeezing the Viking in Crate 
Climb 

Canoeing 

Building the catapult 

Flying Fox antics! 



Tayde 

Day 1 

…In the afternoon we had free time to go to the basketball courts.  

…Day 2 

Dinner was curry, then we did a night walk and watched a movie. We went to bed 
late! 

Aleah 

…One activity I enjoyed was the flying fox because I love to hand upside down 
across the water, and it is high and I looked down. On the first ride I was very 
scared. My friends Oscar and Ashlyn helped me to calm down. When I hung 
upside down, Abby was very happy!  …The camp experience allowed us to make 
new friends and develop skills. 

Mason 

Bickley Camp was a wonderful place filled with wonderful people and activities… 
we had the best experiences… The Crate Climb was the best of the team building 
skills.  It is literally what it sounds like.  We used crates to climb up to squeeze a 
squeaky toy!...  The Vertical Challenge with instructor Ben was my favourite 
activity. 

Jaxon 

Our year 6 class went to Bickley Outdoor Recreation Camp on the 13-15th March 
2023. …I enjoyed Search and Rescue because we got chased by instructor 
“clones”, while finding clues and war remnants.  …The camp allowed us to 
overcome our fears and find new skills and abilities. 

Ryan 

… Search and Rescue is where you have to find clues while getting hunted by 
“clones”. 

Nathan T 

On Tuesday we woke up at 7am, ready for breakfast at 7:30am… I had 
toast, and yoghurt with fruit.  After breakfast we got ready into our teams 
at the amphitheatre… For dinner, we had curry that was kind of spicy. …
We all had a fantastic time at Bickley camp and we made a lot of friends 
and learnt teamwork skills.  

Te Manu 

…During rafting, we raced another team. Tasks to complete included 5 
star jumps (I did them), then ten push-ups (Cohen) then tag the 
instructor. …My favourite activity was the flying fox. I strongly suggest 
you go there; it is such a fun place! 

Abbey 

…The second day… It was 7am before we woke up. Beautiful, warm 
morning.  Sunlight flooding through the windows. …… Search and Rescue 
– we had to find six army items in ‘sectors’, which had a code word on a 
metal tag.  We had to crack the code. 

Ashlyn 

…On the second night I got SOME sleep because just before we went to 
bed we watched a movie called ‘Luck’; it’s probably my new favourite 
movie!  We also went on a night walk, the stars were beautiful and I 
learned that if you see the kite constellation, (there is a way you can work 
out South) and North! 

Year 6 Camp Reviews 

Vertical Challenges 

IXT knots in Raft Building 

On the bus! 

Blindfolded team skills 



 

 

 

Toodyay DHS has been buzzing with activity to start 2023, and our students have a lot to look forward to. 

Our theme this year is “Belonging”, and that is a powerful concept, and a central  protective factor in the 

mental health of young people. Everyone needs to belong, and Toodyay DHS is a great place to belong.  

As Chaplain, I have the privilege to plan and attend many camps 

and excursions, and I use my experience and qualifications to 

help our school offer these valuable personal growth experiences 

which give lifelong memories. Leading the Emergency Services 

Cadets program is my biggest challenge at the moment, with 

nearly 80 high school students enrolled in the program, which 

operates every week. 

Cadets is a Youth Development Program run through the Dept of 

Fire and Emergency Services, where our main focus this year is 

developing our young leaders, through their training, 

participation and promotions in life saving skills each week, 

camps and excursions and ceremonies such as ANZAC Day 

services coming up. 

Mr Holmes and the Toodyay RSL are running drill training for 

our Cadets and preparing them for ANZAC services, which is very 

important in our community.  

Cadets are also preparing for our first camp in beautiful 

Guilderton, where the Moore River meets the ocean. Cadets will 

be camping in tents, cooking their own meals, kayaking, water 

sliding and sandboarding, as well as having our own Beach 

Olympics for fun, among other activities. Yanchep Surf Life 

Saving Club will even be supporting us with lifeguards, which will 

be wonderful.     

Cadets have also been practicing snorkelling in our Toodyay pool 

for a future camp, and water rescues with ropes and boogie 

boards as part of their learning. It’s a great way to finish the week.  

The Year 6 Camp was a great success as always, with our Yr 6’s 

growing in confidence through outdoor adventure activities at 

Bickley, and just as important, getting to know each other and 

working together. Working with Mrs Fletcher, Mrs Duckworth 

and Mr Pearce, our camp Dad, was just as rewarding.  

Doug McGhee.  

 

 

CHAPLAINS CHAT 



Toodyay DHS Parents & Citizens Association 
email pandctoodyaydhs@gmail.com, Facebook ‘Toodyay DHS P&C’ 

President - Kelly-Anne Murray on 0406 585 716 

Thank you to the members, parents and staff that 
attended the Toodyay DHS P&C AGM and term one 
member’s meeting on Tuesday 28 February.  
 
I’d like to welcome and congratulate the following 
members on volunteering for the 2023 committee:  
• Dani Xeurub (Secretary) 
• Natasha Hof (Vice President) 
• Heather McGlasson (Treasurer) 
• Kelly-Anne Murray (President) 
• Rose Murfit (Committee) 
• Danni Cottam (Committee) 
• Anita Davey (Committee) 
 
We also appreciate Mr David Ball’s continued 
involvement as an ex-officio member of the 
committee.  
 
At the AGM, we reflected on the incredible year the 
P&C had in 2022. We elected a committee and sub-
committees for the canteen, fundraising and grounds 
projects; and a nominated a School Council parent 
representative.  
 

Term one member’s meeting 
At the term one member’s meeting, the P&C 
approved donations of: 
• $1,000 towards the Year 10 retreat, and, 
• up to $2,500 towards the purchase of tables and 

decodable books to support small group learning.  
 
With staff input, member’s generated a wish list of 
activities to be considered for funding in 2023, 
including: 
• Decodable readers for the Initial Lit and MacqLit 

programs 
• A curriculum based excursion for every year 

group  
• A revamp of the undercover area including a 

mural and mounted audio sound system 
• High school classroom and gazebo repaint 
• High school basketball court resurfacing 
 

As we work through these ideas and determine how 
the P&C can support them, we need the continued 
involvement of parents at fundraising events 
throughout the year.  
 

Make 2023 the year you or your family can help with 
just one activity or event. Look out for the P&C 
Easter Raffle coming home to you soon, and start 
collecting prize donations for the Mother’s Day stall 
in term 2.  
 

Successful swimming carnival, sausage 
sizzles and stall on Friday 24 February 
What a fabulous day students, staff and parents had 

at the school’s annual swimming carnival. The 
weather was beautiful and the spirit of participation 
and fun was high. 
 
Thank you to everyone that donated baked goods 
and/or helped at the stall or canteen. The stall raised 
$330 and the sausage sizzle raised $500.  
 
A special thank you to Sarah Nikolaenko for baking a 
fabulous supply of goodies once again. We can 
always count on Sarah to boost up stall supplies.  
 
If you would like to know more about how you can 
support the P&C and the school, please  contact Kelly
-Anne Murray on 0406 585 716 or email 
pandctoodyaydhs@gmail.com.  

Welcome to P&C members and 2023 committee 

mailto:pandctoodyaydhs@gmail.com
mailto:pandctoodyaydhs@gmail.com


 

Did you know that you can help the P&C to raise funds by 
completing the Voconiq Local Voices survey and donating 
your $10 reward to the P&C?  

Chalice Mining has engaged Voconiq to provide 
communities neighbouring the Julimar Project with the 
opportunity to express their views and experiences via a 
series of online surveys.  

Visit the website https://voconiqlocalvoices.com/en/julimar/?
SRC=RW to learn more about Voconiq Local Voices and 
have your say today. 

As a 'thank you' for taking part, once a survey is completed, 
participants are allocated e-tokens which they can pledge to 
registered local community groups.  

Toodyay DHS P&C is registered to receive these rewards as 
cash donations. Every completed ‘anchor’ survey unlocks a 
$10 donation. 

https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvoconiqlocalvoices.com%2Fen%2Fjulimar%2F%3FSRC%3DRW%26fbclid%3DIwAR2zuuG8UD2ocXbJ9AqXWBco9pMd6EZPzWg6_J_x_tE5Yv_ccf_J8e75_sY&data=05%7C01%7Camanda.martin2%40education.wa.edu.au%7C3f646ae554df4a
https://aus01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvoconiqlocalvoices.com%2Fen%2Fjulimar%2F%3FSRC%3DRW%26fbclid%3DIwAR2zuuG8UD2ocXbJ9AqXWBco9pMd6EZPzWg6_J_x_tE5Yv_ccf_J8e75_sY&data=05%7C01%7Camanda.martin2%40education.wa.edu.au%7C3f646ae554df4a


Information for parents 

 

Apply for KidSport funding and help your children 
experience the benefits of club sport. 
 
Connect children with community sport with up to $150 from KidSport. 
 
Did you know children between 5 and 18 years who are named on a valid Health Care 
Card or Pensioner Concession Card may be eligible to receive up to $150 per calendar 
year towards club fees for approved KidSport Clubs? 
 
The KidSport online application process is quick and easy and our promotional toolkit 
makes it even easier to share the good news with your community. 
 
Access templates for your newsletters, website, social media or parent 
communications so more children can experience the physical, social and emotional 
benefits of joining a club and participating in community sport. 
 
KidSport is delivered by the Department of Local Government Sport and Cultural 
Industries in partnership with local governments throughout Western Australia. 
Visit www.dlgsc.wa.gov.au/kidsport or call us on 08 9492 9911 for more information. 

https://dlgsc.wa.gov.au/funding/sport-and-recreation-funding/kidsport/information-for-parents
https://kidsport.dlgsc.wa.gov.au/find-a-club
http://www.dlgsc.wa.gov.au/kidsport


   

Abigail McGroaty-Morris 

Ashleigh Mawer 

Jace Cook 

Makaira Hocking 

Tayt Cook 

Meredith Harling 

Matthew Hollister 

Skye Tucker 

Abigail Munday 

Max Brockliss 

Aubrie Coe 

Kesta Deal 

Xavier Whincup-Lunder 

Deacan Wagenaar 

Fraser Wood 

Jaxon Brown  

Nikola Quin 

Jayden Hansord 

Leighton Ayres 

Matilda Candeloro 

Eden Coleman 

Nathan Thomson 

Noah Gehlert 

Tay Williams 

Zoe Thewlis 

 

 Awards Winners 2023 



Term 1 Planner 2023 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

30 Jan 

Pupil Free Day 

 

31 

Pupil Free Day 

1st February  

Students Commence 

School 

2 3 

6 7 8 9 10 

13 

Swimming Lessons 

Y2 - Y5 

14 

- Assembly @ 9.00 

High School Parent 

Meeting 

15 16 17 

20 

Swimming Lessons 

Y2 –Y5 

21 22 23 24 

Swimming 

Carnival  

27 28 

Assembly at 9.00 

P & C Meeting  

1st March 

 

Year 10 Retreat 

2 3 

6 

Labour Day Public 

Holiday 

7 

Assembly @ 9.00 

8 9 10 

13 

 

Year 6 Camp 

14 

 

Year 9 & 10 HASS 

Excursion 

15 

 

NAPLAN  

16 17 

20 

 

NAPLAN 

21 

Harmony Day 

22 23 24 

27 

 

NAPLAN 

28 

Assembly at 9.00am 

 

 

29 30 31 

Interschool 

Swimming 

Carnival 

3 April 

Anzac Service 

4 5 

CADET CAMP 

6 

Students Last Day of 

School 

7 

Pupil Free Day 

     


